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Her social position at the post, not that she will have time or in¬ 
clination for society—few nurses have—will very much depend on the 
sort of woman she is and her personal charm. 

Certainly, from a social or financial point of view there is no in¬ 
ducement for a first-class nurse, and I mean by that one who has dignity 
womanliness, and professional ability, to enter or remain in the Army 
Nurses Corps to-day. 

Lida G. Starr, 

131 East Forty-third Street, New York City. 

Dear Editor : The honorary secretary of the International Council 
of Nurses is paying a prolonged visit to Berlin, which is much enjoyed 
by many of the German nurses. Miss Dock tries to help them in every 
way possible. Every Monday at five she gives an English lesson to the 
nurses in the office of the German Nurses’ Association. She writes many 
English letters for the president, and, best of all, her cheery influence is 
felt by all with whom she comes in contact. Mrs. Fenwick was right 
in saying in the congress in June, “ Miss Dock belongs to us all, we 
cannot spare her.” 

In the beginning of December Miss Dock read a splendid German 
paper, “ Der Stand der Amerikanischen Krankenpflege,” to a large 
assemblage in the Berlin Victoria Lyceum. She told how the American 
nurses are trained and organized, how they try to attain their ends. It 
was very interesting to learn that the conditions which the German 
nurses ardently wish for have existed for a long time in the United 
States. In training and organization the Americans are far ahead, but 
the Germans have one good point of superiority in their splendid pro¬ 
visions for State and private insurance in case of early invalidism and 
for old age. The description of the active participation of American 
nurses in social work was also especially interesting to German nurses, 
as they too have made a good beginning in that line during the last few 
years. 

In the very lively discussion a German lady described her visit to the 
New York Nurses’ Settlement, and how kindly the nurses tried to make 
the poor children from strange countries feel as if at home. Many ques¬ 
tions of the sisters about American methods were answered, and at the 
end of the meeting the president told of the gift of the first volumes of 
The American Journal of Nursing by Miss Palmer, and was asked to 
send the thanks of the German Association to our American friends. 

Sister Agnes Karll. 

Dear Editor : It is said that January is the time to begin to prepare 
for Christmas, so I am writing this sketch to give some suggestions to 
societies of nurses as to how they may celebrate Christmas. 
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The Boston Nurses’ Club at the December quarterly meeting voted 
to do some charity work through the district nurses who were mem¬ 
bers, instead of having the usual tree with interchange of gifts. 

It was voted that each member who wished to should contribute any 
sum from ten cents upward, and it was directed that such sums should 
be paid to the club superintendent as promptly as possible. The club 
superintendent, her assistant, the district nurses, and another member 
formed the committee for distribution of what was received. One 
district nurse said she could use to advantage second-hand clothing 
among factory people out of work or on half time. 

The district nurse for East Boston, a populous section with a large 
proportion of working people and many children, thought shoes and 
stockings and warm underclothes for school-children would fill the 
greatest need. A similar condition existed in Charlestown. 

In due season the committee found itself in possession of seven 
dressed dolls, some other toys, considerable second-hand clothing and 
shoes, and in money over forty-seven dollars. Five dollars was the 
donation of an interested patient. 

The assistant superintendent was chosen for purchasing agent, and 
proved to be a most able financier. Her report amazed us. 

I give an itemized list, so no club need be discouraged by a small 
sum: 

Miss S. bought twenty pairs shoes, one pair rubbers, eighteen pairs 
of drawers, sixteen under vests, two infant shirts, five pairs mittens, 
forty-four pairs stockings, and thirteen yards of outing flannel. An 
order for five dollars’ worth of groceries was given one needy woman, 
and to a specially deserving family a Christmas dinner that cost over 
two dollars. 

In distributing our benefaction eighty cents were expended, and 
we have fifty cents in the treasury. 

The district nurses selected families who got little or no help from 
other organizations, and by their intimate acquaintance with the needs 
of the people were able to work most judiciously. 

As all contributions were left at the club-rooms there was no ex¬ 
pense in collecting. The superintendent and her assistant gave cheer¬ 
fully of their time. 

The club feels so well rewarded with its departure into philanthropy 
that it may make an annual excursion. 

E. 0. Boswall. 

[Let-tebs to the editor must be accompanied by the name in full and address 
of the writer, otherwise such communications cannot be recognized. The name 
need not appear in the Journal unless so desired.—E d.] 



